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BOOK REVIEWS

the unicorn. Major game animals were treated as worthy foes, and the rules of
conduct for hunting were just as rigid and its rituals just as elaborate as chose for
battle or tournament. Formality extended co the "unmaking" of the prey, butchered with precision by special cutlery. All was a tribute to the qualities of the animal killed.
Although Cummins refers to the earlier Middle Ages, his many and varied
sources are overwhelmingly from the thirteenth century and later. The one frustration of this fine book is dating the evidence. In the opening of chapter 3, for instance, Cummins refers to the "early" Latin treatise De arte bersandi, attributed to
a German knight, Guicenas. Following the note on page 274, "See Bibliography,
Guicenas," one finds "De arte bersandi, ed. Gunnar Tilander, Cynegeticas III,
Uppsala, 1956." The Boke of St. Albans is similarly listed in the bibliography as
Oxford, 1975. Dates following sources listed in the bibliography would be very
convenient as well as dates for the rulers discussed. Although the notes are brief,
the bibliography and index are very useful.
Melanie V. Shirk
University of New Mexico-Los Alamos

Joseph Ratzinger, Eschatology: Death and Eternal Life, Vol. 9 of Dogmatic Theology,
by Johann Auer and Joseph Ratzinger, trans. Michael Waldstein, Catholic University of America Press, 1988.
The contemporary Catholic theologians Johann Auer and Joseph Ratzinger
have prepared a nine volume series, Dogmatic Theology, as a set of textbooks for a
program of three years of course work in that field. Ratzinger' s Eschatology is the final
volume in the series, which includes volumes on the doctrine of God, the world as
God's creation, Chriscology, soteriology, sacramental theology, and ecclesiology.
In recent years, work in Catholic theology has flourished in Germany. Indeed,
Ratzinger himself now serves as the Vatican's Cardinal Prefect of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith. This translation into English of the series authored
by Auer and Ratzinger is significant in providing broader international access to
this German theological literature.
Ratzinger's Eschatology discusses such traditional questions as the immortality
of the soul, the resurrection of the dead, the Second Coming of Christ and the
Final Judgment, and the states of hell, purgatory, and heaven. His avowed purpose
is to consider such questions from three perspectives: the biblical foundation of
doctrine, the history of doctrine, and the systematic inner coherence of doctrine. As a
matter of fact, Ratzinger' s text is strongest in the area of discussing relevant biblical
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scholarship. Historically, early Church theology receives the most attention,
although the medieval literature is by no means ignored.
In dealing with the problem of the intermediate state between an individual's
death and the expected bodily resurrection, Ratzinger awards high rriarks to
Aquinas's modification of the Aristotelian view of the soul as the form of the body.
According to Aristotle, the soul is irretrievably tied to matter. Aquinas, on the
other hand, affirms that the human spirit is at once something personal and the form
of matter. Concomitantly, Aquinas opens up the possibility of immortality.
Ratzinger's discussion of medieval eschatology is not, however, limited to wellknown figures, such as Aquinas and Joachim of Fiore. His work is commendable
in calling the reader's attention to more obscure yet intellectually significant
theologians and documents, e.g., to views of the Antichrist developed by a twelfthcentury theologian Gerhoh ofReichersberg and to a fourteenth-century papal bull
Benedictus Deus dealing with eschatological questions. Medievalists will also find
noteworthy the contemporary theological appropriation of the medieval concept
of the aevum in support of the location of the resurrection in the moment of the
individual's death.
Methodologically, Ratzinger' s approach to constructing a textbook in systematic theology is markedly different from that of his renowned German colleague
Karl Rahner. While Rahner's Foundations of Christian Faith is theologically creative in setting out Rahner's own perception and reconstruction of the Christian
message, Ratzinger's text represents a compendium of the thoughts of various
theologians and biblical scholars. Yet the reportive character of Ratzinger's
Eschatology makes it accessible not only to graduate students but to advanced
undergraduates as well. Students will find useful the appended bibliography of
works on eschatology available in English. The extensive references to German
language discussions contained in the textual notes will be appreciated by
anglophone professors of theology.
Janine Marie ldziak
Loras College
Sandro Sticca, The ''Planctus Mariae " in the Dramatic Tradition ofthe Middle Ages,
trans. Joseph R. Berrigan, University of Georgia Press, 1988.
Any misapprehension that Sandro Sticca in his study of the Planctus Mariae
has undertaken a task that is narrow and esoteric will be quickly dispelled by the
book itself. Sticca has proved once again that a most effective way to capture the
reality of a great period in Western culture is through the intensive pursuit of a
single artistic, spiritual theme. Sticca's work on the Planctus Mariae, a form of
1 77

